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PRESENTATION

* The year goes on fast. We have already reached the
month of May, the most beautiful one, the month of flowers...
at least in the North Hemisphere. This is why the Christian
tradition has attributed it to Mary.

* This is also why we have chosen this theme for our
monthly novena : the Virgin Mary in the writings of Jean-
Marie. We are well aware that our Founder was eloquent
when he was speaking of Mary. The cover of our leaflet
shows the figure of Maryin a « mennaisian style ».

— * We will also keep on our presentation on Br.Gerardo
Aizpuru, a brother whom many consider as a saint.

* And coincidence ? In the last three months, two
bicgraphies of Jean-Marie de La Mennais have been
» published... We have already introduced one in a previous
issue of the novena, you will find the other one in this issue : it
has the taste of youth, of dream, of hope...

* A nowelty? We receive a letter from an authentc
mennaisian teacher, who joined the mennaisian contest with
perseverance and enthusiasm. We got also other letters,
2= some from young children but they will be published later...
. be patient!

* k Kk Kk Kk k* * * * *

Rome, May 1, 2012

Br. Delfin LapePostulator

Prayer for the beatification of

John Mary de la Mennais

O God our Father, you have given
John -Mary de la Mennais,
a generous heart and untiring zeal
to make your Son Jesus Christ
known and loved especially by the children and
youth.

As we venerate him as the Founder
of two religious congregations
devoted to Christian education,
we pray to you that he may soon
be recognized as Blessed.

Help us follow his example
at the service of truth,
and grant us through his intercession,
the favours we are now asking...
(silent pause)
Through Jesus-Christ our Lord

O Lord Jesus, glorify your servant,
Venerable Jean-Marie de la Mennais

"MENNAISIAN NOVENA"N°. 40-ROME - 1.V.2012

Tél.O6 66 41 56 18 - Casadealizia FIC - delfinlopez03@yahoo.com
Via Divina Provvidenza , 44
00166 —ROMA (ltalia)
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MAIL
A Letter from a Mennaisian Educatol | pecenen

Fow are you, brother ? FHere we have just finished the s
aunselues with much enthusiasm for cun necallection that will be held at Potrerillos. Jt is
nowunal to feel a centain tinedness at the end e f a scheel year, but however J s pent that
year in gueat jey in cur school which J like s much.

Jn cur school, we neflect eften an cur particular vecation, and J want to thanf you for
having been an instuument of Ged to awake me te my vocation as an educator at schocl.
Sametimes, and even often, J feel sad and doubtful abieut the way J live my mission at
schaal, abiout my attitudes and werds : are they really a witness to God’s love ? But my
joy cames back when J nealize that the Lovd can achieve great things in spite of my
limits and smallness.

Fhis year, I was invelued in catechiesis at finst level. It was a new experience for me. J
say ‘invclved’ because we have werked an the theme o f ‘holiness’ : how te live it in cur
daily life,in cur family, etc, while being tue sewers ef heliness : how to live cur
ardinany lives in an extracrdinawy way ? J enjoyed working on that theme, but J alse
feund it quite demanding by the amount o f things te de, te actualize : schedules, play
nales, doubits, vielence, sfiyness. . .etc.

But it is nice te realize that every day we can become a better pevsen, get closer and
claser te Ftim through what we are deing.

The ather day, J read the testimeny of a Saint whe experienced visions of hell and its
eternal suffering, and J discevered how difficult it is for me te win cver souls for
feaven, that not a single one be last, that all seuls be able te encounter God ... In my
times of s piritual duyness and desclation, I feel powerless ta fulfill my mission as an
educaton but then J came aut of that feeling of distiess, and J am able again to see Fis
Face and touch His Hands... Moxe than even J belicve in the Love the Lond has for us,
sinnens. In that da J find my assurance and my unique sest.

Such is my life ! T am still biving with my parents, bruathens and sistens. Neat year
will maxk my 10th anniversary of being a teacher in that school : what a joy J feel
deeply every day to work in such a place, to discover the Lond thraugh the mennaisian
spirituality that transferms my heant little by Uittle. I n this letter, I wanted te greet you
because we are aliout to begin the Clristmas Naovena, and J wanted te be wnited in
prayen, sa that we may prepate in cur fieants the manger whexne the Child Jesus will

come tonest. V. E. F.%
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Novena to Jean-Marie: howtodoit?

Aremark: It is important to put ourselves in the properispind enter
into the suggested theme, as explained on p. btlGsoleaflet: the
meaning of the theme and how it was reflected enlife, words and
actions of Jean-Marie.
This is only a suggestion. There are other ways to make the novena: For
example :
Steps::
a) We start with the sign of the Cross
b)We mention our prayer intentions (p. 7)
C) We read the 2 daily thoughts of Jean-Marie (p. 8 - 9).
d) We recite the prayer for his beatification (p. 15)
e) We end with the sign of the Cross.
This method is simple, and can last from 3 minutes to... 15 minutes, if you
want !
We can also use profitably the suggested reflection on p. 14, reflecting upon
one specific question every day, and then choose one to reflect in group and
to share with others.
The rest of this leaflet is to deepen your knowledge of
Jean-Marie and of the Congregation.

Our double cover page

It represents figures made by a teacher from Buenos Aires: Hector Freire. He

made a serious effort to send these drawings to me in time for the novena.
Thank you very much, dear £friend Freire!

The two covers show the Virgin Mary. The month ofMay is dedicated to her
in the North Hemisphere. | am sure that our mennaisian friends of the South
Hemisphere will join us thismonth to honour our dear Mother.

On the front page, Jean-Marie seems to invite us to go to Mary, eux mether in
Feaven ! And the children run towards her with joy ! And Mary has her arms
open to welcome them all, saying : Come with me, and J will lead you te my
Sen, your Brother Jesus. Und you fnow :

We are waiting for you in Heaven !
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Short text to mec!itate
Me. a saint?

To be saints !
... There is a phrase that we find often in the

Old Testament : “SBe hely, as J the Loxd am
ﬁa[q .’”

And in the New Testament, Paul reminded
the first Christians : “Paul and Timathy. .. greet the saints in Colossus,
thein faithful buothers in Christ” (Col. 1, 1-2)

In fact, holiness is a typical mark of the Church : « the Church
is holy » . The saints are the counterweight of those who fall into
sin. Sometimes scandals and deviations mar the beauty of the
Church, but in opposite we can see the beauty of those who live
their Christian life with simplicity and total trust in God, walking on
the footsteps of the slain Lamb, Jesus :  he who has offered his
life for our salvation, so that at the end, we may all reach the goal
of holiness in heaven.

For sure we deeply desire that, but maybe we harbour a certain
doubt . Jean-Marie de la Mennais wrote to his friend Querret; “J
da not Rnow why we are almost afraid ef being called saints on
eanth, even though we fiave indeed te be saints on earth if we want to
live in feaven aftewwards.”

...Maybe we have a wrong idea of what holiness is, considering saints
only those with « aureole » ! The others — the non-canonized — form a
majority ! Surely you have recognized some among your elders, even
among those with whom we have spent some years.

To be a ‘saint’ does not mean to be a superman, nor reaching
high spheres of perfection. A saint is a « real person », who, in
obedience to God’s will, tries to live out his vocation, the ideal for
which he has been created...

How to become a saint ? Just through following Jesus, and like
Him, obeying the will of the Father in our daily life. Jean-Marie de
La Mennais wrote to the Brothers:

“Became saints and you will make others saints, and your heaven will be
sicher and more beautiful ; you will ge te feaven, and so will alse the
children entuusted to you, and shaxe it with you. .

6.- Same time age, we feard about a miraculous faveur cbtained by a membier
of your guoup, thuough the intewcession of Jean-Marie. Can you tell us a little
maxe abiout it ? All around our community, the knowledge and the
devotion to Jean-Marie are increasing. We praydfien. Many think
that the unexpected healing of a child who was sspg to be born
with serious infirmities is due to his intercessidhe child, against all
hopes, was born healthy and is growing very weN.ndis name is
Cristiano Maria.

7.- (fter the noveva of 2011, the office of the Pastulaton received several mennaisian
pictures and drawings. What de they mean, and what abiout the Novena itself ?

At school, every morning, | tell to the childrenrof class, a story taken from
the Gospel, the Bible, the life of the saints... Dgithe last month, | told
them the story of Jean-Marie, selecting for evexy an interesting episode
for the children. For that purpose, we have drasmesthirty pictures, simple
but meaningful, adapted to children and even tofalk.

8.- We frnow that in yeur “Casa de Maria” (Mary’s FHouse) and in your Paul VI
schocl, you de the Naovena every menth : how de you de it, and fiow many participate in
that nevena of prayer ?

Considering the interest hean-Marie, | proposed the novena to my school
children first, then to their families and to tleenfilies of Mary’s House. For
the small children it is a little difficult, but fahe adults and families, it is an
excellent way to make known the mennaisian splittuand to recommend
to our Founder all our intentions of prayer.

9. — Wauld you like te add semething ? | only hope that my book will
contribute a little to speed up the Cause of beatibn of Jean-Marie, by
making him better known to the Italian public ahd tocal Church. At the
end of my book, | specifically inserted the addesssf our main residences,
for that very reason.

I would like to add that the editors were very sfadid with the serious and
precise work they were offered. For a month, | ik almost daily some
requests for small precisions and clarificationsfrthe editor in charge of
the book. He studied it line by line. The actualsentation is very nice, the
book itself is not so thick (many people are aftaidead thick books !). A few
well-chosen photos give a good idea of the liféeain-Marie and of the
Congregation today.
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Gian Maria de La Mennais

Jean Marie de La Mennais

“@ducator for a new Christian society”

N. B. This is an interview with Br. Dino de
Carolis, author of a new biography on Jean-
Marie de La Mennais. The book has 150 pages,
divided into three parts and 28 small chapters.
The style is brisk, young, optimistic, deep. It is
the fruit of a serious research and of a great
love for Jean-Marie.

1.-What led you te wite this beck on Jean-

Maviie ?

| have published several books on young saintsought it would be nice
to offer a biography on our Founder, written inrapde and popular style.

2.-What was your cbijective ? | wanted to make Father de la
Mennais better known to the Italian public. Heag so well known at
the moment. | wrote in a simple manner, easy td,rd@ugh based on
a serious research, the beadutiful story of thedtgnen and educator. |
am particularly targeting children, that they manglfthis book an easy
and interesting reading.

3.- In Jtaly where the Mennaisian Brothers have a very reduced presence, how de
you think this beok will be neceived ? 1t is t00 early to tell but the first critics
expressed a happy surprise and a wonder why suoipartant figure in the
Church had not been known until now. | hope thatitterest in the book will
grow even more.

4.- Ftow did you feel when you were writing it ? To write a biography of
our Father has been for me the occasion to deepénawledge of my
mennaisian family and to increase my pride of bgilato it. When | was
writing my other books, | felt more like a « fanaxc supporter ».

5.- The wniting en Jean-Marie entailed a deep fnowledge : how do you see Jean-
Mavie now ? Of course, | already knew much about our Founderiife has
always fascinated me, his writings, particularky gfassages on our mission
some other Brothers have recently presented, relpechme much in my
own life. | also consulted other biographies, myto reveal Jean-Marie’s
great mission and the depth of his thoughts.
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What a Joy
Mary is our Mother !

From the writings of Jean-Marie de La
Mennais

... We mentioned that the amount of Jean-
Marie’s writings on Mary is considerable and his
marian devotion unsurpassable. Thereis a reason
for that : he hasinherited that, mostly from his

family !

His mother Gracienne J. Lorrin was a very pious person. She added the name
« Mary » to the one of Jean. Was it a pure coincidence ? Jean-Marie was bomn
on September 8, day the Christians celebrate the Virgin Mary’s birth. And Father
de la Mennais liked to recall every year the coincidence of these two dates. He
always reminded the Brothers and particularly the children that they were
celebrating his birthday with him. The only woman in the family was named
Mary.

... Butthereis more ! Jean-Marie was proud to show to some of his most
intimate friends a very precious paper : a commentary written by his mother on
the Magnificat of the Virgin. He had found itin the family papers and kept it as a
treasure.

That may explain the familiarity with which he prayed to the Virgin. And not
only himself, buthe also invited the children to use the same directlanguage
when praying the Virgin Mary. Throughout the history of the congregation, many
texts of Jean-Marie on Mary have been quoted, especially his sermons to the
brothers. We will introduce to you some of these texts, taken particularly from
his homelies, sermons and talks to the Brothers on the occasion of the annual
retreat or a marian feast. Bro. Miguel Merino selected them and we will publish
them for this novena, and more later on, if we have time.

Hereis an example :

“Of Marny! Virgin Mother of the incarnated Word, remembier
that you axe alsa the mother of these He fas called his
brathens ; hold aut to them your hand of love and mecy.




Thank you,
Jean-Marie !

Introduction.- | am honoured to present to you the story of a
favour obtained by a companion of my Novitiate. Maybe later
on, he will tell you more stories, even more important favours
he has obtained. (From the Editor)

The bursar of my school had tons of bills and non classified documents. One
day he asked me to start ordering and classifying that huge amount of paper. |
started ! Several weeks passed on while | was absorbed in that task. In a time of
pause, my attention was drawn to a small box that has been used in that school
for many years : it was embedded in the wall. As the key was just on the box, |
was pushed by curiosity to look at what it contained. Nothing important, |
believed! And the key was just there....

| inserted the key and turned it but the door did not open. | tried various letters
without results, then I tried the initials of the last four superiors who had lived in
that school, but no way! | gave up, because | did not attach much importance to
that box... a simple curiosity, afterall!

Meal time arrived and the bursar asked me: “Did you touch the key of the
safe box? Yes, | answered. And he said with tears: “All the school money s in
that safe and | have to pay the salaries of the teachers | do not know what to
do!”

At the end of meal, | decided to pray our Father, then | took the phone to ask all the
previous bursars and directors that had worked in that school, some were still alive. But in
the whole region, nobody knew the formula to open the box.

| went to bed but | could not sleep. | was too nervous. | was seeing myself as a
blacksmith working on the safe with a blowtorch !

So | got up and prayed our Venerable Founder again, and went back to school
and took the key and put itin the lock again. | knew | would not succeed but...

In the morning | met the bursar and he told me : “With the key you have put in the lock, |
was able to open it. How did you put it there 2" In my heart, | thanked Father de la
Mennais for having suggested to me to insert the key in the safe, without even trying to
openit. It was not enough to insert the key and turn it. One had also to touch a little
valve that made the springs inside the safe move. And that, | did not know! | did
not say anything to the bursar, but | was full of joy and gratitude to our Father:
once more, as in many other occasions, he had come to my help.

Thanks, Father de la Mennais ! Br. C. G.

For his part, Br. Gerardo wascons 6 3 the Chaplain as his community superior:
he opened himself to him, telling him now ne used his time, efc. Gerardo was also an
example for the other soldiers, whom he always related to with a great smile. For sure
he had to face some problems but he faced them with serenity. In his letters he wrote
about the exemplary behavior of some of his companions, soldiers like him.

*“ The chalice of sickness. After two years in Africa, Br. Gerardo came back in
1947, to Nanclares de la Oca, to the Novitiate and Scholasticate. But within a year, he
had to accept the “chalice” of suffering, as Jesus had foreseen for the two Zebedee’s
sons. When someone is still young, strong, full of natural hopes, including apostolic
hopes, itis very difficult to see oneself nailed down to a bed. With periods of ups and
downs, he spenta decade 1947-1957 in great pain. During the last years of his life, he
seemed to have recovered a little and he was appointed secretary to the Provincial,
but he could never go back to teaching. The infirmary where he lived was part of a
former spa station. It was deserted at that time, to avoid anyrisk of contagion. Which
means that he spentmost of his time in an almost total isolation.

*In the Jovy of the Lord. At some times, he seemed to have recovered a little. He
used these moments to go out and accompany the Provincial in his visits of schools.
He even wentto Lourdes in February 1957. In a letter to a friend, he said that he felt
much better. But a month later, on March 26, he had a serious attack, from which he
never recovered. His death was sudden, though not unforeseen. He could then taste
the joy of the Lord, free of his pains.

* The good fragrance of Christ - Br. Gerardo had wanted to live his religious life
unnoticed. His short existence has been like the flight of sparrows, on light white
wings. After his passing away, the fragrance of his holiness and the memory of his
virtues spread out, wide and strong, as the “good fragrance of Christ”.

(To be continued)




Our “*holy* brothers 2

Brother Gerardo Aizpuru

“A joyful and pure Clife :
Lige that of the sparrows. ”

In summary of his formation years, one of his
formators at Nanclares de la Oca said : ‘He never half
done his work’. So itis not surprising that among his
classmates, the rumor had already strarted that he was
a «saint».

Christion E€ducator.- On August 20, 1941, he
began his career of educator with a small group of 18
children, for summer classes at Berrio-Otxoa (Bilbao-Spain). Today that school is one
of the most famous in the congregation. Gerardo’s poverty and small size earned him
the nickname of “Chami”. But what a joy for Gerardo to be among his pupils and teach
them! Full of joy he wrote to his parents something that must have been repeated in all
his classes later on : “My pupils are very goed and picws... Fer sure they have their
Plaws... Same go te Mass every day. J tuwy to teach them how to pray with the heart. Jf
teday they are good, what will they become tamovow ? “

Such was the colour of all his years of teaching, not so many at Bilbao, Reinosa,
Nanclares de la Oca. Aways working with kindness, humbly, in fidelity to the Lord and
to the Rule of Life of the Brothers. He had an excellent spiritual guide : « | entrusted
my problem to the Virgin, then | went to meet a priest, and everything turned out
successful.

“‘Military bifein a Moroccan djellaba. Upon his superiors’ decision and
considering the particular situation of his family, he had to enroll for military service in
Morocco : first at Xauen, then later at Ceuta. Alternately he was wearing his military
uniform and his cassock. Sometimes he had on a dgellaba, a Moroccan cape with a
hood, adopted as military uniform in those days.

From the start, he offered his senvices to the military chaplains. The one of Ceuta
particularly noticed right away this young exceptional religious and extended his
friendship to him, which helped Br. Gerardo live his religious life throughout his
military training.

1C

RECOMMENDED INTENTIONS

* That at the example of Jean Marie de la Mennaigand faithful to his
words, we may acce pt the difficulties of life andwercome them.

* For the young people who feel called to follow Jesus as Mennaisian
Brothers.

* For the sick people asking for our prayers :

* Fernando Nogales : malignant tumor.- San Borja (Bolivia).

* Mr. Godin, requested by Br. Albert Coté (Canada).

* Natalie Cubillo, with cancer (Madrid - Spain).

- Patrick Lebeau, tumour in the esophagus (France).

* Olivier Meunier (12 y. old): spinal amyofrophy (Canada).

- José A. Garcia Martinez, multiple sclerosis— Bilbao (Spain) .

* Guadalupe Morales, congenital arthrogripale infection - Lujan de Cuyo (Argentina)
- Bro. Louis Le Guichet, spinal problems - Nantes (France)

* Clara Garcia Roig, a special intention.- Buenos Aires (Argentina)

- Br. Pierre Tousignant, a serious cancer - Canada.

* Mercedes A. Alvarez, advanced cancer.- Lujan de Cuyo - Mendoza (A)

- Jeannine Robert, sister of Br. Jean Malo: deforming arthritis— France.

*Lesage Dessalines, ina coma, nephew of Bro. Lamy D. (Haiti)

- Giorgio Mucci: cerebral thrombosis - Roma (ltaly)

* Michael, child of 5y. old, sick at Santa Fe (Argentina).

- Rafael Gomez: 10'y. old, lymphatc cancer

*Julian Castro, child with spinal problems, Lujan de Cuyo (Argentina)

- Khalid Sid Imorou: brain tumor.- Parakou- Benin (Africa).

* Romina Campostrini, lung problems - Villa Gdor.Galvez (Argentina).

- Pia Martina, child near death - Villa Gdor Gavez (Argentina).

*Br. Andrés Pérez, complex cancer (Bolivia)

- Grace Nabagala, breastcancer, Masaka (Uganda).

* Scholastica Bonabaana, heart problems - Fort-Portal (Uganda)

- Br. Benedicto de Francisco: stomach cancer - Bilbao (Spain)

- John Paul LUWAGA: for success in his studies.- Uganda

* Stephen Louis KABITO,deaf and mute child .- Uganda

* Shelbie Civil : 16 ans, malignant tumour.- La Vallée (Haiti).

- David Hillbom,- progressive ALS, Regina, Sask. (Canada)

*... And the intentions placed on the tomb of the Father
at Ploérmel... and those particular to each location.
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What a Joy ! Mary is our « Mother »
Words of

JEAN-MARIE de la MENNAIS

 May 18 =

* When on the Cross Jesus gave us his mother and wanted us to
become her children, he made us a gift that is beyond all
expectations of our gratitude.

- Let us nate finst of all that, te makie us better feel the immensity of this gift, fie
chase the disciple that fie Laved to be the finst depasitony: “ Wemnar, theve is your
sar; disciple, teve is youwy mothier.” Touching warnds of consolation and of joy!
Wonds that severbenate in the depth of the hearnt as an accent of love and the vaice of

% May 19

* Rejoice, you happy children ! From her radiant throne of love
and glory, this august Queen is looking at you, with eyes of
kindness.

-Yes, she is Lacking at you with Rindness, always ready te welceme with infinite
love the humble fiomage of your fidelity and pewsevenance that you put at fiex feet.
H May 20

* How dear must such commitments be to you, brothers ! They
are the source of many graces if you remain generously always
faithful to them !

- OR! How J would like to make you nealize the extend of your happiness ! Cnce
we fave met a tue friend whe patakes eur sovows and eur needs, whe can
alleviate them, we find cunselues much richer than if we had feund a treasure.
® May 21

* How great must be our joy when we consider that God’s mother
will become our own, and that she will always be our protector and
our advocate !

- Jesus, whom Mawy has cavied in fier anms, warmed on fiex bosom, nouwrished at
fier breats, assisted in his sufferings, how could fie nefuse her anything ?

% May 22
* No, my children, he agreed to obtain all that ssksand accomplish all that
she wants. Insome way, he delivered the keysehdavenly kihgdom into her
hands.
- (U these who. will have imitated her vintues fene below, can be assured that she
will never peunit them ta perish, but will Lead them thieugh the waves of Life te the
paoit of immental happiness.

* May 23

* When | consider the brilliancy of her holiness, whéhink of the ineffable
perfection with which she was adorned, | stop benprised that she enjoys
such immense power, that she is before her Somitteess of all creatures...

- Jo fhave an idea of fer dignity anf grandeu, it suffices to necall that sfie was
distinguisted by a particular benediction amaong all the women that the Lond has
blessed.

X May 24

* God the Father, with an infinite love for his Sbas deployed all the
magnificence of his treasures to prepare for hisvied Son an abode worthy of
him in this world:elegit et praeelegit eam

- Jn this way all human beings are children of Gad in Jesus Christ, but Marny is
his daughiter in a special way and much higher since he chase her fram all eternity
te canwy in her vinginal wemb his Ward, his Wisdem, the substantial Werd.

& May 25

* Oh Mary ! Virgin Mother of the incarnated Word, remember that
you are also the mother of those He has called his brothers ; hold out
to them your hand of love and mercy.

- Listen to the cries of these paor exiles, weeping in this valley of teans, and after
this exile, show them Jesus, the tlessed fuiit of your womb. Ok dement, of sweet
vingin Mary.

% May 26

* Mother of my God, it is true then that you are alspmother! Ah, since it is
so, | will approach you with confidence and showsetiyto you as | am: weak,
miserable, sinful, worthy as such of all the meoEyour maternal heart.

- J will say te my mother: O Matfier, here is your san; de net tuwn away your face
fram him, but nather et fall on your child one of your tears of cemmiseration and
tendewness that will renew his freart and restare the peace tafen away by the
sentiment of his faults!




